
BIOLOGY FOR SCIENCE MAJORS II 
BIOL 1720.001 – Fall 2020 

 
Instructors:  
25 Aug – 13 Oct:  Pudur Jagadeeswaran (LSB 120; phone 940-595-2736; email jag@unt.edu) 
  Office Hours:  offered via Zoom by appointment 
 
15 Oct – 10 Dec:  Ed Mager (ENV 310L; email Edward.Mager@unt.edu) 
   Office Hours:  offered via Zoom by appointment 
 
Class meeting time:   Tues & Thurs 8:00 to 9:20 AM  Remote (via Canvas) 
 
Objectives:  This course is designed for science majors who are interested in general biology.  We will 
emphasize animal and plant biology, and ecology during this semester.  The intent of the course is to provide a 
strong background that will allow you to take higher-level courses in the life sciences and to fulfill a laboratory 
science requirement at the university.    
 
Website:  This course takes place 100% online with lectures and additional material available on Canvas 
(https://unt.instructure.com).  The course will be delivered synchronously, so students must login during the 
timeperiod assigned to the course as if we were meeting in person within a classroom.  Lectures will be 
delivered using Zoom within Canvas allowing you to take notes concurrently and attendance will be 
monitored.  Check this website regularly, it will contain updates to the syllabus and files of the basic slides 
used in class.  It is recommended that you go to the website before each lecture to access the PowerPoint or 
PDF files to use as note taking aids.  Students are responsible for checking for announcements.  We 
recommend that you select notifications ‘on’ in your Canvas settings. 
 
Required Text:  Campbell BIOLOGY 12th Edition (11th edition will also suffice if already purchased).  The 
lecture material is based on the 12th Edition:  Print ISBN:  9780135855836, 0135855837; eText ISBN:  
9780135855782, 0135855780.  Additional resources:  https://openstax.org/details/books/biology-2e 
 
Minimum Technical Requirements:  

• Computer with access to Canvas (unt.instructure.com; https://clear.unt.edu/supported-
technologies/canvas/requirements) 

• Reliable internet service 
• Speakers/headphones & microphone 
• Webcam 
• LockDown Browser and Respondus Monitor installed on computer (see Exams section) 

 
Grading 
Exams (400 pts):  Students will take three examinations during the semester and a final exam during finals 
week (four exams total; 100 pts each).  The final exam is not comprehensive but will cover the material 
presented after the third exam.  Each exam is worth 25% of the student’s final grade.  No exam grades will be 
dropped from the calculation of the final grade.  Spot quizzes may be given to provide opportunites for extra 
points.  Grades will be assigned according to the earned point distribution listed below.  

Grade  Total Points (450 pts) 
A     ≥ 360 (90-100%) 
B   320 to 359 (80-89%) 
C   280 to 319 (70-79%) 

https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements
https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements
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D   240 to 279 (60-69%) 
F   ≤ 239 (0-59%) 

 
Examination Policy: All students will be required to take each exam online within Canvas using LockDown 
Browser and Respondus Monitor during the scheduled time period for the course (see Lecture Schedule).  
Students will have until the end of the scheduled time period to complete the exam, regardless of when they 
login and initiate the exam. Each exam will be made available at start of the scheduled class period.  It is the 
students’ responsibility to have the necessary resources to participate in exams with the stated requirements.  
If the student does not already have LockDown Browser installed on their computer, they must do so before 
the first exam at the link provided at the following website: https://online.unt.edu/canvas-basics-unt-
students.  LockDown Browser and Respondus Monitor are available for both Windows and Mac; IPad devices 
and mobile phones will not be allowed, nor is Respondus Monitor available for Chromebook users. Because 
we will be using Respondus Monitor, each student will be required to use a webcam during the exams. The 
webcam should be arranged such that the image captures the students’ face and upper body.  
 
A practice quiz (zero points) using LockDown Browser and Respondus Monitor will be made available after 
class on Tuesday 15 Sept to allow students to verify that everything is working properly with their computer 
before the exam on Thursday 17 Sept.   
 
Suspicious behavior observed during the exam will be assumed as cheating, and the student will receive a 
zero on the exam. Repeated behavior presumed as cheating will be reported to the Dean of Students, which 
may then result in disciplinary action and permanent removal from the course. Suspicious behavior includes, 
but is not limited to, copying from another student’s exam, using the textbook, notes or accessing online 
material, and communicating with someone while taking the exam. 

           
Make-up exams:  Exams may only be missed under extenuating circumstances and must be accompanied by 
evidence of those circumstances.  Make-up exams must be arranged as soon as possible, preferably before the 
missed exam, including the final.  Incompletes will only be assigned under extenuating circumstances when a 
student has a C average or above on coursework taken to date. 
 
Attendance:  It is difficult to obtain all the information presented in lectures unless students attend lecture.  
Lectures may deviate from the textbook and from material made available on Canvas as seen fit by your 
instructor.  We cannot stress enough the importance of “attending class”, which in this case is logging into 
Canvas, paying attention, and taking notes during the scheduled lecture period.  Historically we have found 
that if students do not attend class, they should expect to do poorly in this course.  Visit the University of 
North Texas’ Attendance Policy (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039) to learn more.  

COVID-19 impact on attendance:  It is important for all of us to be mindful of the health and safety of 
everyone in our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Please contact us if you are unable to 
complete the assignments because you are ill, or unable to attend to your responsibilities associated with this 
course due to a related issue regarding COVID-19.  

If you are experiencing cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever, or any of the other possible 
symptoms of COVID-19 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 
please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or 
askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider prior to coming to campus. UNT also requires you to contact 
the UNT COVID Hotline at 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take due to symptoms, 
pending or positive test results, or potential exposure.  While attendance is an important part of succeeding in 
this class, your own health, and those of others in the community, is more important.  

https://online.unt.edu/canvas-basics-unt-students
https://online.unt.edu/canvas-basics-unt-students
http://policy.unt.edu/policy/15-2-5
http://policy.unt.edu/policy/15-2-5
https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
mailto:COVID@unt.edu
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Rules of Engagement:  General guidelines expected when interating with each other and their instructor. 
• Treat your instructor and classmates with respect in email or any other communication. 
• Use clear and concise language. 
• Remember that all college level communication should have correct spelling and grammar (this 

includes discussion boards). 
• Avoid slang terms such as “wassup?” and texting abbreviations such as “u” instead of “you.” 
• Use standard fonts such as Ariel, Calibri or Times new Roman and use a size 10 or 12 point font 
• Avoid using the caps lock feature AS IT CAN BE INTERPRETTED AS YELLING. 
• Limit and possibly avoid the use of emoticons like :) or J since not all technology display emoticons. 
• Be cautious when using humor or sarcasm as tone is sometimes lost in an email or discussion post and 

your message might be taken seriously or sound offensive. 
• Be careful with personal information (both yours and other’s). 
• Do not send confidential information via e-mail. 

See these Engagement Guidelines (https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips) for more information. 

Success in an Online Course:  While the online classroom shares many similarities with the face-to-face 
classroom, success in online education requires certain skills and expectations that many students may not be 
aware of.  For further information, please visit “How to Succeed as an Online Student” 
(https://clear.unt.edu/teaching-resources/online-teaching/succeed-online). 
 
Getting Help 
Technical Assistance:  Part of working in the online environment involves dealing with the inconveniences and 
frustration that can arise when technology breaks down or does not perform as expected. If a student does 
not have a computer, laptops are available for students to checkout at Willis Library (first floor entrance) or at 
University Information Technology (UIT) Student Computer Lab in Sage Hall, but they must plan accordingly 
(UNT ID required).  Here at UNT we also have a Student Help Desk that students can contact for help with 
Canvas or other technology issues.  
 
UIT Help Desk:  https://it.unt.edu/helpdesk (support hours provided on website)  
Email:  helpdesk@unt.edu      
Phone:  940-565-2324 
Live Chat:  https://it.unt.edu/helpdesk/chatsupport 
In Person:  Sage Hall, Room 130 (Walk-in availability: 8am-9pm) 
 
Additional help for LockDown Browser and Respondus Monitor (required for exams) 

• The Windows and Mac versions of LockDown Browser have a "Help Center" button located on the 
toolbar. Use the "System & Network Check" to troubleshoot issues. Make sure to also run the 
"Webcam Check" from this area. 

• Respondus has a Knowledge Base available from https://support.respondus.com/support/.  Select the 
"Knowledge Base" link and then select "Respondus LockDown Browser" as the product. If your problem 
is with a webcam, select "Respondus Monitor" as your product.  

• If you're still unable to resolve a technical issue with LockDown Browser, go to 
https://support.respondus.com/support/ and select "Submit a Ticket". Provide detailed information 
about your problem and what steps you took to resolve it. 

 

https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips
https://it.unt.edu/helpdesk
mailto:helpdesk@unt.edu
https://it.unt.edu/helpdesk/chatsupport
https://support.respondus.com/support/
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Office Hours:  Students should feel free to contact us if they have any difficulties or need further explanation 
of the material.  We are available to meet with students by appointment via Zoom.   
 
UNT Policies 
Academic Integrity Policy:  Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, 
Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not 
limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding 
of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to 
expulsion from the University. Visit University of North Texas’ Student Academic Integrity 
Policy: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003 to obtain additional information. 
 
ADA Policy:  The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access 
(ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable 
accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in 
a course. Students may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable 
accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. 
Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet 
with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver 
letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have 
the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy 
of the student. For additional information, refer to the ODA website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. Students 
may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323. 
 
Emergency Notification & Procedures:  UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with 
critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public 
safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to 
Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials. 

Class Recordings & Student Likenesses:  Synchronous (live) sessions in this course will be recorded for 
students enrolled in this class section to refer to throughout the semester.  Class recordings are the 
intellectual property of the university or instructor and are reserved for use only by students in this class and 
only for educational purposes.  Students may not post or otherwise share the recordings outside the class, or 
outside the Canvas Learning Management System, in any form.  Failing to follow this restriction is a violation 
of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and could lead to disciplinary action. 

https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003
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Laboratory:  Students must enroll in a laboratory section of Biology 1760 to obtain credit for a laboratory 
science.  

Lecture and Exam Schedule:  Note that the schedule below is subject to change in cases where the university 
closes, etc.  We will do all we can to ensure that the exams fall on the dates listed below.  Based on our pace, 
the dates we cover specific material may change.  Any changes to the syllabus will be posted on Canvas.  
 
Lecture Schedule 
Wk Day Date Topics Reading Lecturer 
1 T 25-Aug Intro to Course; Pre-test; What is Physiology + 

Body Organization 
Ch 40 (40.1 - 40.3) Jagadeeswaran 

Th 27-Aug Neurons, Synapses, and Signaling  Ch 48 Jagadeeswaran 
2 T 01-Sept Nervous Systems, & Senses  Ch 49 (49.1); Ch 50 

(50.1-50.4) 
Jagadeeswaran 

Th 03-Sept Hormones and the Endocrine System  Ch 45 Jagadeeswaran 
3 T 08-Sept Circulatory System Ch 42 (42.1-42.4) Jagadeeswaran 

Th 10-Sept Respiratory System Ch 42 (42.5-42.7) Jagadeeswaran 
4 T 15-Sept Overflow and Review  Jagadeeswaran 

Th 17-Sept Examination 1  Jagadeeswaran 
5 T 22-Sept Muscles Ch 50 (50.5-50.6) Jagadeeswaran 

Th 24-Sept Osmoregulation & Excretion Ch 44 Jagadeeswaran 
6 T 29-Sept Animal Nutrition & Metabolism Ch 41 Jagadeeswaran 

Th 01-Oct Immune System Ch 43 Jagadeeswaran 
7 T 06-Oct Reproduction Ch 46 Jagadeeswaran 

Th 08-Oct Overflow and Review  Jagadeeswaran 
8 T 13-Oct Examination 2  Jagadeeswaran 

Th 15-Oct Viruses, Bacteria and Archaea  Ch 19, 27 Mager 
9 T  20-Oct Protists and Fungi  Ch 28, 31 Mager 

Th 22-Oct Intro to Ecology Ch 52 Mager 
10 T 27-Oct Population and Community Ecology Ch 53, 54 Mager 

Th 29-Oct Population and Community Ecology contd. Ch 53,54 Mager 
11 T 03-Nov Ecosystems, Conservation and Restoration Ch 55, 56 Mager 

Th 05-Nov Overflow and Review if time permits  Mager 
12 T 10-Nov Examination 3  Mager 

Th 12-Nov Plant Diversity Ch 29, 30 Mager 
13 T 17-Nov Plant Structure, Growth and Development Ch 35 Mager 

Th 19-Nov Angiosperm Reproduction Ch 38 Mager 
14 T 24-Nov Plant Nutrition, resource acquisition & transport Ch 36, 37 Mager 

Th 26-Nov NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Break  Mager 
15 T 01-Dec Plant Response to Internal & External Signals + 

post-test 
Ch 39 Mager 

Th 03-Dec Overflow and Review if time permits  Mager 
16 T 08-Dec Final Exam   8:00 to 10:00 AM  Mager 
02 Nov – Last day to drop course and receive a W for the course.  Remember that you can only drop six courses during 
your undergraduate career.  See http://registrar.unt.edu/registration/dropping-class 
 

http://registrar.unt.edu/registration/dropping-class
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